Strategies for Teen

Genre-specific reading strategies help older, striving readers
comprehend expository and narrative texts.
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n Billy Collins's poem “First Reader,” the speaker remi-
nesces abowt Dick anad Jane, the culowral icons that 5o
meamy of us pssocinte with our first rending experiences
The former U5, poet bureate wriles

i itk atlwnrys Sarsirday ard e ol she

were always podnring ag somephing and shoueing "Lookr
posmleng af e desy, the boyele, or ar their [ather

as be pushel @ hand monser over the linvm

watvireg al gjironad Matker [ramed ta the Blrchen doaray,

poirling Iowrel the shy, potaling ar each ocher

Dt this “looking” soon evades the bungeoning readers:
arad o 8 s dime de desoover the infinize, dicking
permutarions of tke alphabet’s sll ard capital berers
Alphabeical ourselves in the rows of dhassroom deesks,

we were [ongeties hine do ook, bearndng how fo readd (2001

The=e lines, which point out the disparity between
“Tooking” and understanding on one hand and reading on the
other, call into question a widespread myth among educiors
amed sdents alike: tha being able 1o decode—having the
ability 1o dlecipher those “clicking permutations™ of the
alplebet=—copnals reading comprehension.

Definitions of whit constiutes reading comprelwension
vary among teachers and researchers, According 1o a position
statement of the National Council of Teachers of English
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Beading is delined] as a complex, purposeful, sodal, and copmi-
tive pIocess in w hich readers simulinneously use their knowl-
wilpe of spoken and writeen linguage, their knowledpe of the
tapic of the text, nnd their knowledge of thetr culgune o
constmict nesinng. Rexling s nol a techmeal skill aequired
ance andd for all i be primany |_'.r.|.-.l.,'-._ bt rather .I.-:||.:'|.|;||'li!l-

42 EDUCATIORAL LEADERSHIFAOCTORER 2005

mental process. A reader’s competence continees (o grow
through engagement witl variows types of rexes angd wide
rending [or variows purposes over a liletime. (3004

The perception that reading is an isolaed skill learmed in
clementary school is prevalem in many middle and high
schools. Teachers im these upper grades ermoneously assume
thant studenis wall comprelend nex because they unclerstand
the printed words. In its report, Beading Next, the Alliance for
Excellent Education explains some of the dafliculuies thar
middle and secondary schoal students experience:

Sme young rw.'uplu.' still have didbouliy -||:1pl'!.' n.'.1|:||nﬁ1.l.|1r|:l-
accurately, bar these studenis muake upthe minony of obder
smigzling readers. Most older stnepeling readers can read wortds
.|.-:.|.|.|.1Iq.'|.g.'. b L|h'g.' dlir pist q.q.ll:llj:l:l.'in.'lld il I!|||.':.' reiiel, foe a
u.lm:_'_.'ul rensons. For some, the |'|n'-2|!.r:u % thas I|I|_':. ehiy mol yel
read words witl enouph Muency o Bcilitare comprehension.
Chhers can read .|.,'|_'|.|r,|:q-|:. anl Kl klv enouigh lor .,'nulpn-l'p-r:-







