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Beyvond Assignments: Toward Becoming Independent Readers

Much of the work we have done with
students this summer focuses on critical
While lhese students reml
dunng the school yvear, they mrely push pasi

reading  skills.

the required fexts pssigned in their English
classes,  Unforiunntely these students have
come o view reading as an isolated sk o
b completed only within the boaundaries of
the classroom, and thus the skills they've
pcquired are soon forpolien. Kids wha reod
only when fold to are s o desdvantage
when it comes 0 vocpbulary agguasition,
vwriting  (uency,

critical  thinking, and

Perlaps  even more  disturbing are  the
fincings in o repom recently condwcted by
the MNational Endowment for the Ars
"Remling at Risk.” Bruce Weber

summanzes the rescarch results in his New

cutitled

York Times nmicle: "The survey nlso makes
a sinking comelation betwesn readers of
literaure and  those whoe e soclly
enpaged, noting that renders are far mone
Bkely thian pooreulers to do volunteer amd
l;|'.|.'|ri|;|.' work  and e I arl mnseums,
performing  ars events and  ballgames.”

(“Fewer Noses Smick in Books in Amenici.

Survey Fromle,” I"'.‘-" B, J004), So, lwvw doowe
encournze our kids to become lifelong readers?
By showing them how 1o differeniinte between
different kinds of remding angd providing them

wilh accessible literaturg.

The stance o remsber 1akes owand o 1ext s

determingd by the  purpose  that’s  Deen
estpbliched enther h}' e reader or I"'."' a leacher,
boss, parent, cle, Usually, when reading for
school assignments, sidenis are expected 1o
obtain specific information from o text and then
utilize that information in answenng queslions,
formulnting o thesis, amd compaling research,
The remder therefore needs o approach the text
froon o critscal standdpoint. She neads o engage
i n:ﬁ;L:u.'u:-pl'il!iq:lu.: she mecds w0 be 1||5I'||v.'i:|1_|,'
awhawt and 1.'||:||:||-:|-_l.'5|.1;.: apecific simtegies tha
cnable her wo Rbentily, associate, and netain
imporiant ideas, In essence, the student goes io
work on the text like a detective, peeling awiny
layers of infommation and eximcting relevan

messages appropriate for the purpose,






